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The Death and Eternity of 

 Pharaoh and the People of Egypt

T
his study in the book of Ezekiel is very unusual. I have 

never before encountered a passage of Scripture like this 

one. So, before we start digging into the passage, I want to first  

lay some background. 

Genesis 1:26 tells us that God made man in His own image. 

�en Genesis 1:27 repeats the message that God made man in 

His own image when it says,

God created man in His own image, in the image of God He cre-

ated him; male and female He created them. Genesis 1:27 (NASB)

�at is a terse summary of the creation of man. In Genesis 2 

we are given an 

expanded version 

of how God cre-

ated the �rst male 

and female. Now 

we are never told 

what Scripture 

means when it 

says God made 

man in His image. 

But we believe it 

means that we 

have intellect, 

will, and emo-

tions just as God 

does. We were 

also given dominion over the planet earth. But it also is clear 

from chapter 3 that God allowed or gave man the freedom to 

choose to sin.  Genesis 3:1-7 then gives us horrible news. We 

are told Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating of the fruit of 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. �e reason that is 

horrible news is that Genesis 2:17 says God told Adam that in 

the day that he ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil, he would die. When he disobeyed, he caused 

both himself and his wife, Eve, to die. We usually think that 

means they would eventually become old and die a physical 

death. But there was more that happened than just dying phys-

ically. �ey died in three ways.

First, they lost their spiritual relationship with God. Gene-

sis 3:8-11 says that when God visited them in the garden a�er 

they had eaten, they were afraid of Him. �at is why we are 

afraid of God today when we sin. In our conscience we know 

when we have done something wrong. �en we are told they 

hid themselves from God when He came walking in the 

garden of Eden. I believe His appearance was a theophany of 

Christ or a Christophany. Also, we are told they knew they 

were naked and 

they started blam-

ing others for 

their disobedi-

ence. Rather than 

honestly admit-

ting their own sin, 

they wanted God 

to think they were 

perfect—they had 

not sinned. 

As a result, 

they lost the 

Garden of Eden 

and their face-to-

face relationship 

and conversations that they once enjoyed with God. �e last 

three verses of Genesis 3 state that God drove man out the 

Garden of Eden. Losing the relationship with God they once 

had is the �rst way Adam and Eve died. Nor can we have that 

type of relationship with God because Ephesians 2:1-2 says,

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you for-

Crocodile of the

Nile River
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merly walked according to the course of this world, according to 

the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working 

in the sons of disobedience.  Ephesians 2:1-2 (NASB)

�e only way we experience the relationship they once had 

with God is to believe in and trust Jesus Christ for the forgive-

ness of our sins. �en someday when we die, we will see Him 

face-to-face in heaven. In fact, Revelation 21:2-3 says that God 

will dwell with believers in the eternal heaven.

�e second way Adam and Eve died was that they lost their 

eternal life and were destined to spend eternity in hell or the 

lake of �re. But God had a plan to rescue them and their 

descendants so He promised them that a male o�spring would 

become the Savior of the world, the perfect Lamb of God who 

takes away our sins. He would save those who believe in the 

Messiah—the Christ. �at promise was �rst given in Genesis 

3:15 when God was speaking to the serpent. I believe that 

Adam and Eve understood and believed that would occur and 

we will see them in heaven one day.  

�e third way Adam and Even died is that they began to die 

physically. Genesis 5:3-5 says that Adam did not live forever. 

His body was designed to live forever, but he only lived nine 

hundred and thirty years and died. What a sad conclusion to 

such an incredible beginning of life. We can imagine all of the 

regrets, sorrow, and sleepless nights that couple experienced. 

We can imagine the remorse Eve felt for wanting to eat the for-

bidden fruit. No wonder so many men hate vegetables and 

fruit!

�ey died in three ways. 1) �ey lost their relationship with 

God, 2) were temporarily destined to eternal punishment, and 

3) died physically. �ey experienced the pain and su�ering of 

old age and death. �ey died three ways.

Now you probably wonder why I began this study with a 

theology lesson about how Adam and Eve died due to their sin 

of eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. �e 

�rst reason is so that everyone will understand what it means 

that we are dead when we are born into this world.   �e second 

reason I began this way is that our study is about both physical  

and spiritual death.  

Death of Pharaoh and the Egyptians (v 1-10). 

Our study in Ezekiel 32:1-32 has three sections. �e �rst sec-

tion is verses 1-10. It is a lament or mourning about the death 

of Pharaoh king of Egypt. �e �rst verse gives us the date that 

Yahweh gave the prophecy to the prophet Ezekiel. It says,

In the twel� h year, in the twel� h month, on the � rst of the 

month, the word of the LORD came to me saying . . . Ezekiel 

32:1a (NASB)

Since the Jewish or Hebrew calendar was a lunar based calen-

dar and the �rst month of the Hebrew year was Nisan, which 

corresponds to March and April in our calendar, the date is 

somewhere in March or April of the year 585 B.C. Once again, 

the date is relative to the �rst year of King Jehoiachin’s exile to 

the city of Babylon. �is means the prophecy was given about 

�ve to sixth months a�er the Babylonian army had conquered 

the city of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. 

Verse 2 tells us that the prophecy is a lamentation or a 

mourning over the Pharaoh of Egypt. It is also another alle-

gory. �e book of Ezekiel has many allegories.

“Son of man, take up a lamentation over Pharaoh king of Egypt 

and say to him, 

 ‘You compared yourself to a young lion of the nations, 

 Yet you are like the monster in the seas; 

 And you burst forth in your rivers 

 And muddied the waters with your feet 

 And fouled their rivers.’” Ezekiel 32:1b-2 (NASB)

Yahweh told Pharaoh that he thinks he is like a young lion. 

A young lion would have had great strength compared to an 

older lion. Yet, Yahweh said instead he was like a monster in 

the seas. When he entered the rivers, he would burst forth or 

rush into the river, muddy the waters with its feet, and foul the 

rivers. �e description most likely refers to a crocodile. Croco-

diles rush into rivers by swi�ly moving their feet and in the 

process muddy the waters, otherwise, the description is that of 

a sea monster.

Verses 3-8 now describe Pharaoh’s death.

� us says the Lord GOD, 

 “Now I will spread My net over you 

 With a company of many peoples, 

 And they shall li�  you up in My net.
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   “I will leave you on the land; 

 I will cast you on the open � eld. 

 And I will cause all the birds of the heavens to dwell on you, 

 And I will satisfy the beasts of the whole earth with you.

   “I will lay your � esh on the mountains 

 And � ll the valleys with your refuse.

  “I will also make the land drink the discharge of your blood 

 As far as the mountains, 

 And the ravines will be full of you.

   “And when I extinguish you.  

“I will cover the 

heavens and darken 

their stars; 

I will cover the sun 

with a cloud 

And the moon will 

not give its light.

All the shining 

lights in the heav-

ens 

I will darken over 

you 

And will set dark-

ness on your land,” 

Declares the Lord 

GOD

Ezekiel 32:3-8 (NASB)

When verse 3 refers to a net being spread over this animal, 

that is how crocodiles were hunted in Egypt at that point in 

history. Diodorus Siculus (80–20 B.C.) tells us that Egyptians 

captured crocodiles in the Nile River by using very heavy nets. 

He wrote,

In early times the Egyptians used to catch these [crocodiles] 

with hooks baited with the � esh of pigs, but since then they have 

hunted them sometimes with heavy nets, as they catch some kinds 

of � sh . . . 
1

1.  Diodorus Siculus. Library Of History. Loeb Classical Library edition, 1933. 
Book 1. Sect. 35. (penelope.uchicago.edu/�ayer/E/Roman/Texts/Diodorus_

�at agrees with what we are told here. Yahweh said I will 

spread My net over you with the help of many people and then 

leave you on the land. �en verses 4-7a describe the animal’s 

death on the open �eld. �e birds and animals will eventually 

eat the animal for a meal. �e description is symbolic. It is an 

allegory, but the message is clear. Yahweh would have Pharaoh 

killed. �e last part of verses 7 and 8 appears to refer to the 

deaths of Pharaoh and the  people of Egypt. When we die, we 

no longer see anything (Job 10:21). �e grave is darkness and 

gloom. �e 

body is dead. 

Verses 9-10 

reveal that 

Y a h w e h 

planned to 

cause the sur-

r o u n d i n g 

nations to 

b e c o m e 

appalled, or 

horri�ed, fear-

ful, and tremble 

when the Baby-

lonian army 

invaded Egypt 

and killed Pharaoh. Most likely the other nations responded 

this way because they did not know what King Nebuchadnez-

zar would do next.

Deaths of Pharaoh and the Egyptians (v 11-16). 

Verses 11-16 are the second section of the chapter. It reveals the 

army that will kill Pharaoh and the massive population of 

Egypt. I will not read the verses. Instead, I will just summarize 

them. Verses 11-12 reveal the army that will do the killing is 

the Babylonian army led by King Nebuchadnezzar. His army 

is called “the mighty ones” and the “tyrants” in verses 11-12. 

�e soldiers were the tyrants of the nations.

Verses 13-14 states they would humble Egypt and destroy 

Pharaoh, the population, all the animals, and leave the land 

desolate. �e result would be that the waters would become 

Siculus/1B*.html)

Dead Population 

of Egypt In Sheol
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calm or still because of the massive slaughter. Verse 15 adds 

that all that was living would be killed. 

Verse 16 reminds us that this was a lamentation or a mourn-

ing the Egyptian population would chant. As they chanted 

this dirge, they relived these horrible events. So, Yahweh 

lamented the death of Pharaoh and the massive population of 

Egypt. We should notice that Yahweh does not strive to avoid 

civilian causalities in war. It was a part of judgment on the 

nation. Verse 16 says, 

� is is a lamentation and they shall chant it. � e daughters of the 

nations shall chant it. Over Egypt and over all her hordes they 

shall chant it,” declares the Lord GOD. Ezekiel 32:16 (NASB)

Life After Death (v 17-32). �e third section of this 

chapter is actually a second prophecy in this chapter. It begins 

in verse 17 and ends in verse 21. It is another prophecy. It is 

about the hordes of the massive population of Egypt. I will 

read verses 17-21 and then summarize the rest of the chapter 

because it contains a lot of repetition.

In the twel� h year, on the � � eenth of the month, the word of the 

LORD came to me saying,  Son of man, wail for the hordes of 

Egypt and bring it down, her and the daughters of the powerful 

nations, to the nether world, with those who go down to the pit;

   ‘Whom do you surpass in beauty? 

 Go down and make your bed with the uncircumcised.’

� ey shall fall in the midst of those who are slain by the sword. 

She is given over to the sword; they have drawn her and all her 

hordes away. � e strong among the mighty ones shall speak of 

him and his helpers from the midst of Sheol, ‘� ey have gone 

down, they lie still, the uncircumcised, slain by the sword.’” Eze-

kiel 32:17-21 (NASB)

Immediately we are told the prophecy was given about one 

month later in 585 B.C. following the previous one. �is is the 

worst of all of the lamentations. �is prophecy describes what 

life a�er death is like in hell. While it is focused on the massive 

population of Egypt and their Pharaoh, we will learn a few 

things. 

I suspect that most of us have been to a funeral. We mourn 

the death of those who die and leave this life because they 

never return. In our study of Ezekiel, we have been reading 

about the physical deaths of Israel and seven nations for thir-

ty-two chapters. Frankly, it has been di�cult at times, but the 

bene�t has been that we keep learning important biblical prin-

ciples and discover some of the ways of God. �at has helped, 

but the killing has been terrible. It should cause us to lament 

what happened. 

But the description in verses 18-21 of what life is like a�er 

death for the unrighteous person who rejects God is vastly 

much worse.  It is worse than reading about animals being 

killed, babies dying, and the rest of a population begin slaugh-

tered or butchered by tyrants of a ruthless and fearsome army. 

Verses 17-19 is powerful for it says that those who are 

already in Sheol will taunt Pharaoh, his hordes, and “the 

daughters of Egypt,” or her allies. �e taunt is “Whom do you 

surpass in beauty? Go down and make your bed with the 

uncircumcised.” It is a question that implies Egypt and its 

allies  were not more beautiful than any other nation. It was a 

greeting from hell. It was a welcome from the nether world and 

the pit. Verse 21 adds that the strong among the mighty ones  

already in hell would welcome them from the midst of Sheol. 

�is reveals that there is hierarchy among those in hell, almost 

like a gang. If so, the gang controls hell and the prophecy said 

these mighty ones would taunt Pharaoh, the hordes of Egypt, 

and her allies. �ey will taunt with the words, “�ey have gone 

down, they lie still, the uncircumcised, slain by the sword.” 

From an Egyptian perspective, that would be disgusting. So 

a�er the Egyptians, Pharaoh, and their allies die, their spirits 

will be sent to the nether world or Sheol and join the spirits of 

other wicked dead already in the pit or the grave—the uncir-

cumcised dead and those slain by the sword of other nations. 

Verses 22-30 tell us which nations will taunt them. �ey 

include peoples from Assyria (v. 22), Elam (v. 24), Meshech 

and Tubal (v. 26), Edom, and the chiefs of the north and the 

Sidonians. �ose in Sheol will welcome Pharaoh and his 

people with taunts.

�is prophecy reveals that a�er death we will be alive and 

conscious. Jesus taught us the same truth in the parable of 

Lazarus and the rich man. Both men were conscious a�er 

death. �e wicked rich man was in hell and righteous Lazarus 

was in heaven. Both of them continued to think, speak, hear, 

and move. �e dead in this prophecy are the wicked dead who 
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went to hell. So, hell is not an enjoyable place. In hell the spir-

its of the wicked dead will harass and insult others and be 

harassed and insulted. �ey will be tormented in the �ames of 

the eternal �re and burned by brimstone (Revelation 19:20; 

20:10; 21:8). �ey will know what is occurring and will know 

one another. Eventually, hell becomes the lake of �re in Reve-

lation 19:20; 20:10, 14, 15; 21:8.

In verses 17-32, we are told that Pharaoh, the hordes of 

Egypt, and the people from other nations died and went to the 

grave. In some verses we are also told that some of the dead 

went to Sheol, the pit, the nether world, the remotest parts of 

the pit (v.18, 23), or the lower parts of the earth (v. 24). I want 

to brie�y explain each term. We understand the word grave (v. 

22, 23, 24, 25, 26) to be the place where the bodies of dead 

people are buried or their ashes are placed in an urn. �e 

Hebrew word for pit normally refers to a hole in the ground (v. 

18, 24, 25, 29, 30). Pits are dug and bodies are placed into what 

we call the grave, but it is just a dirt pit. So, there were dead 

from all of these nations in the grave.

In the Old Testament, Sheol (v. 21, 27) usually refers to the 

grave. Everyone’s body goes to the grave or Sheol. �en their 

spirits either go to heaven or to the pit. �e pit is located some-

where in Sheol or the lower parts of the earth (v. 24). �e 

remotest parts of the pit (v.18, 23) appears to be a distant loca-

tion within the pit. Probably the more wicked dead are there. 

In verse 18, the netherworld appears to be Sheol.

Here in verses 21 and 27, it is clear that both the bodies of 

the righteous dead and the wicked dead go to Sheol, which is 

the grave. But the spirits of the righteous dead go to heaven.  In 

contrast, the spirits of the wicked dead end up in the pit which 

is a compartment within Sheol. So, when verses 21 and 27 

imply the spirits of the wicked dead are in Sheol, that is true 

because the pit is within Sheol. In the New Testament the pit 

is called hell or Gehenna. It is a place of torment by eternal �re, 

�ames, brimstone, and darkness (Matthew 5:22; 25:30; Mark 

9:43-44; Luke 16:23-24). People will be wailing from the tor-

ture of the �re and the verbal abuse of those in hell. �e worst 

is that no one ever dies in hell. 

Conclusion. �e last two verses of the prophecy are 

verses 31-32. �ey say,

“� ese Pharaoh will see, and he will be comforted for all his 

hordes slain by the sword, even Pharaoh and all his army,” 

declares the Lord GOD. “� ough I instilled a terror of him in 

the land of the living, yet he will be made to lie down among the 

uncircumcised along with those slain by the sword, even Pharaoh 

Abaddon
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  - Grave

  - Spirits of wicked dead 

Old Testament New Testament

Heaven or Paradise

  - Spirits of righteous dead
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  - Spirits of righteous dead

Hades
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and all his hordes,” declares the Lord GOD. Ezekiel 32:31-32 

(NASB)

Sadly, we are told that Pharaoh will be comforted when he 

knows that his hordes from Egypt are with him in Sheol and 

the pit. He will lie down with those whom he despised. �e 

proud Pharaoh will be humbled. 

�is prophecy is incredible. It provides us insight into what 

the New Testament calls hell. Hell is the place where the spir-

its of the wicked dead go. �e righteous in both the Old and 

New Testaments go to heaven or paradise. So, hell is a horrible 

place. �ere the wicked dead will su�er torment for eternity. It 

is their just reward for rejecting God, not repenting of their 

sins, and refusing to trust Christ for the forgiveness of their 

sins. I trust that you have asked Christ to forgive your sins and 

take you to heaven when you die and your body enters the 

grave.


