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Peter, A Slave and Apostle of Jesus Christ

This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to 
you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way 
of reminder . . . 2 Peter 3:1 (NASB)

When Peter wrote this verse, he said this is the second letter I 
have written. We have already looked at his fi rst letter, 1 Peter. 
This is now the second letter. Verse 2 in chapter 3 says,

. . . that you should remember the words spoken before-
hand by the holy prophets and the commandment of 
the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 2 Peter 
3:2 (NASB)

Overview of 2 Peter. Tradition tells us that Peter 
wrote this epistle 
near the end of 
Nero’s reign. Nero 
died in A.D. 68. 
That would mean 
that this letter or 
epistle was written 
about A.D. 67 to 
A.D. 68. In verse 
13 Peter says,

I consider it 
right, as long 
as I am in this 
earthly dwelling, 
to  stir you up by 
way of reminder 
. . . 2 Peter 1:13 
(NASB)

In fact, 2 Peter is a reminder to the Christians to whom it was 
written. Verse 14 says, 

. . . knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwell-

O ur study is 2 Peter 1:1 but we will only be considering 
the first phrase of verse 1 as there is a lot of important 

information in this verse. Verse 1 says, 

Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to those who have received a faith of the same 
kind as ours, by  the righteousness of our God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ . . . 2 Peter 1:1 (NASB)

Author of 2 Peter. Our study will focus on the phrase 
“Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ.” 
This verse tells us that Simon Peter is the author of the book. 
That would seem to be the simple conclusion just by read-
ing the verse. In reality there is much debate as to whether 
or not Simon Peter 
actually wrote this 
book. I am not 
going to get into 
all of the diff er-
ent viewpoints as 
to whether or not 
Simon Peter  wrote 
the book. I am just 
going to make the 
point that all of 
the arguments that 
claim Simon Peter 
did not write the 
book have major 
problems. So, I 
will simply say that 
verse 1 tells us who 
wrote the book of 2 
Peter. 

Now we can call 2 Peter a book, an epistle, or a letter. In 
fact, 2 Peter is a letter because Peter wrote it and sent it to 
someone. If we look at chapter 3, verses 1-2, we fi nd that Peter 
says, 
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ing is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made 
clear to me. 2 Peter 1:14 (NASB)

Peter revealed that he was about to die and so he wrote this 
farewell letter. It is his fi nal comments and we are going to 
discover that chapter 1 is largely about how to know that you 
are truly a Christian. Then he made some personal comments 
towards the end of the chapter.

Chapter 2 is largely about Paul’s teaching and a warning 
about dealing with false teachers. That is going to be a very 
important chapter for us because warnings about false teach-
ings and false teachers are not often taught in our churches 
today. The bulk of chapter 3 is about the future.  

Overview of Peter’s Life. Tradition tells us that 
Peter suff ered a martyr’s death. Initially the Romans were 
going to hang him on a cross as Christ was hung, but Peter 
did not consider himself worthy to die in the same position in 
which Christ died. So he asked that the cross would be turned 
upside down and then died in that position according to tra-
dition. 

He was probably about 65 when he died. If you will 
think with me for a few minutes, the Jewish priests were not 
allowed to start their ministry until they were 30 years old. 
We know that Jesus started his ministry when he was about 
30 years old. If Peter was 30 years old when he became a dis-
ciple, which would make sense from a Jewish perspective, 
and Christ died in A.D. 33, that would suggest he died about 
A.D. 68. That means he was an older man when he died.

We know that Simon Peter had another name. Matthew 
16:17 tells us that he was called Simon Barjona. Barjona 
means son of Jonas. That was actually his full name: Simon 
Barjona. We know that he was married. In Luke 4:38 we are 
told Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law. That means Peter was 
married. I Corinthians 9:5 tells us that he took his wife with 
him when he traveled in ministry. (Cephas was another form 
of his name).

Apostle Peter Believes In Jesus. The gospel of 
John tells us how Peter believed in Jesus. In John 1:35-36 we 
are told,

Again the next day John was standing with two of his 
disciples, and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and said, 

“Behold,  the Lamb of God!” John 1:35 (NASB)
First, we are told it is the next day. John the Baptist was stand-
ing with two of his disciples. We are not told they are John 
and Andrew. In the gospel of John, the apostle never men-
tions himself. But we can usually identify him because he 
refers to himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved. We only 
fi nd that statement in the gospel of John.  

Verse 35 says John the Baptist looked at Jesus as He walked 
and said, “Behold the Lamb of God.” Verse 37 adds,

The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed 
Jesus. John 1:37 (NASB)

This is an interesting picture. John the Baptist saw Jesus, 
pointed to him, and said, “Behold the Lamb of God.” Then 
the two disciples who were with John the Baptist started fol-
lowing behind Jesus.

Verse 38 tells us what happened next. 

And Jesus turned and saw them following, and said to 
them, “What do you seek?” They said to Him, “Rabbi 
(which translated means Teacher), where are You 
staying?” He said to them, “Come, and you will see.” 
So they came and saw where He was staying; and they 
stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth 
hour. One of the two who heard John speak and fol-
lowed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. John 
1:38-40 (NASB)

I told you that we were given the name of the disciple. Here 
we learn that one was Andrew. Andrew is Simon Peter’s 
brother.  

He found fi rst his own brother Simon and said to him, 
“We have found the  Messiah” (which translated means 
Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him 
and said, “You are Simon the son of John; you shall be 
called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). John 1:41-42 
(NASB)

Here is another name for Peter. He was also called Simon,  
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Cephas and Simon Barjonas. Peter had a number of names! 
Then we are told that Peter found Christ when Andrew 
brought Peter to Christ.

Peter Starts to Follow Jesus. The next major 
event occurs in John 2. John 2:1-2 tells us that,

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Gal-
ilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; and both Jesus 
and His disciples were invited to the wedding. John 
2:1-2 (NASB)

Now you might wonder who were Jesus’ disciples at this 
point? They are Andrew, John, and Peter. 
    Then we are told in John 1:43, 

The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He 
found  Philip. And Jesus said to him, “Follow Me.” 
John 1:43 (NASB)

Then we fi nd in verse 45,

Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew 
and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and 
also the Prophets wrote — Jesus of  Nazareth, the son 
of Joseph.” John 1:44-45 (NASB)

Now the disciples included Andrew, John, Peter, Philip, and 
Nathaniel. They all went to the wedding at Cana of Galilee 
in chapter 2.

John 2:23 tells us the disciples went up to Jerusalem to the 
Passover. Then in chapter 4, Jesus went north to Galilee and 
found the woman at the well. The disciples were with him. 
If you recall, the disciples left Jesus with this woman.  A very 
interesting conversation followed and in verse 33, we are told,

So the disciples were saying to one another, “No one 
brought Him anything to eat, did he?” John 4:33 
(NASB)

Verse 31 also tells us the disciples were there. So the disciples 

continued with Jesus into Samaria.  
Peter Called to Follow a Second Time. Then 

Jesus left them. In Matthew 4, we fi nd a very interesting 
event. It starts in verse 18. We are told, 

Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee . . . 
Matthew 4:18 (NASB)

So here is the picture. Jesus has fi ve disciples with him right 
now. They are John, Andrew, Peter, Philip, and Nathanial. 
They followed Jesus to the wedding at Cana of Galilee. They 
went up to Jerusalem. Then they returned to Samaria and  
fi nally to Galilee. Then they left Jesus and He was on His 
own. Now Matthew 4:18 tells us that Jesus was walking along 
the Sea of Galilee and fi nds them again.

Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He 
saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they 
were fi shermen. And He  said to them, “Follow Me . . .” 
Matthew 4:18-19 (NASB)

Notice that Jesus told them to “follow me” a second time.  

“. . . and I will make you fi shers of men.” Immedi-
ately they left their nets and followed Him. Going on 
from there He saw two other brothers, James the son 
of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called 
them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, 
and followed Him. Matthew 4:19-22 (NASB)

What happened? For some reason, the disciples had left 
Christ once they arrived in Galilee. They started in Galilee, 
they went up to Jerusalem, returned, and disappeared. Then 
Jesus came looking for them. He found them at the Sea of 
Galilee. He said if you will follow me, you will become fi sh-
ers of men. What did they do? They followed Jesus. Then in 
verse 23 Jesus was going throughout all of Galilee teaching in 
their synagogues.

Peter Called to Follow a Third Time. As you 
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may know, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John include diff er-
ent events in each of their Gospels. All of these events in the 
gospels can be put into chronological order. If we do, the next 
event occurs in Luke 5:1. Luke 5:1 says,

Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing 
around Him and listening to the word of God, He was 
standing by  the lake of Gennesaret; and He saw two 
boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the fi shermen 
had gotten out of them and were washing their nets. 
Luke 5:1-2 (NASB)

Now some people believe that this is the same event that 
occurred back in Matthew. Back in Matthew, the disciples 
were casting their nets. What are they doing here in Luke? 
Cleaning their nets! They are engaged in a diff erent activity.

Luke 5:3-5 says, 

Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he 
asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat 
down and taught the people from the boat. When He 
had fi nished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into 
the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 
Simon answered and said, “Master, we worked hard all 
night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say and 
let down the nets.” Luke 5:3-5 (NASB)

This was really incredible if you think about it for a minute. 
Here was Peter. He was the fi sherman. He was the profes-
sional. We have already discovered that he had a business in 
Matthew 4. He was in the profi table business of fi shing. He 
was the expert. Jesus was a carpenter. Peter is thinking this is 
not Jesus’ expertise. This was Peter’s expertise. So Simon said, 
‘Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I 
will do as You say, and they let down the nets.’ 

When they had done this, they enclosed a great quan-
tity of fi sh, and their nets began to break . . . Luke 5:6 
(NASB)

Now notice verse 6 says “nets.” Not just one. The nets 

began to break. 

. . . so they signaled to their partners in the other boat 
for them . . .  Luke 5:7 (NASB)

And who were these partners? They were James and John, as 
you will learn in verse 10. So Peter signaled to the others to 
come . . .

And they came and fi lled both of the boats, so that they 
began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell 
down at Jesus’  feet, saying, “Go away from me Lord, 
for I am a sinful man!” Luke 5:7-8 (NASB)

I believe this is the point at which Peter became a believer.  
He fi nally realized who Jesus was. In fact, you will notice in 
verse 5, Peter called him Master. The Greek word for “Master” 
is not the same word as the Greek word for “Lord.” The two 
Greek words are diff erent. I believe Peter became a Christian 
in verse 8. Verse 9 reveals Peter was overwhelmed. 

For amazement had seized him and all his companions 
because of the catch of fi sh which they had taken . . . 
Luke 5:9 (NASB)

Peter just could not believe this incredible catch. Even the 
boats were sinking. He had been trying to catch some fi sh all 
night! 

Verse 10 gives us another important clue about the events 
in Matthew 4. The verse says, 

. . .  and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, 
who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to 
Simon, “Do not fear, from now on you will be catching 
men.” Luke 5:10 (NASB)

Remember back in Matthew that Jesus said, “If you follow 
me, you will catch men.” This time, Jesus does not say you 
will learn how to become fi shers of men. He just says, “From 
now on you will be catching men.” Why the change? Verse 
11 tells us, 
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When they had brought their boats to land, they left 
everything and followed Him. Luke 5:11 (NASB)

What does the verse say they did? They left everything.  
Peter was the Priority Disciple. Later in Luke 

6:13-16 Jesus announced the names of the twelve disciples 
who were to be apostles. That means in order to be Jesus’ dis-
ciple, a man had to do what? Follow Him! It is really amazing 
that the gospels tell us about John, James, Andrew, and Peter. 
We are not told how the other disciples became a believer and 
a follower of Jesus. Yes, we are given the account of Matthew’s 
calling, but not in the detail of these four men.  

What happened next? I have already pointed out in Luke 
6:13-16 that Jesus announced the names of the twelve apos-
tles. You can fi nd the same statement in Matthew 10:2-4; 
Mark 3:16-19; and Acts 1:13. There is a very important fact 
for us in Acts 1:13. If you look at every disciple on the lists in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Acts, Peter is always the fi rst disci-
ple on the lists. This was because Peter was the leader among 
the apostles at that time. We are told in Acts 1:15 that Peter 
stood up and announced that the apostles had to choose 
another disciple, or apostle. Acts 1:15 says, 

At this time Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren 
(a gathering of about one hundred and twenty persons 
was there together), and said, “Brethren, the Scripture 
had to be fulfi lled . . .” Acts 1:15-16 (NASB)

And the disciples chose Matthias. 
Peter was in the Inner Group. Amazingly, Peter 

was one of the three men who went with Jesus up the Mount 
of Transfi guration with Jesus. John, James, and Peter are the 
only ones who went with Jesus.

Peter’s Embarrassment. Sadly, Peter denied 
Christ three times. It is also sad that Peter did not believe that 
Jesus was going to be resurrected. He did not believe Jesus 
would return to life after He died on the cross. If you remem-
ber, Mary Magdelene told Peter, “Jesus has risen.” Then he 
ran away in disbelief. He could not believe that this had hap-
pened. Peter left because he did not believe. But it was John 
who believed that Jesus was resurrected.

Peter Called to Follow Jesus Again. The next 
major event in Peter’s life is found in John 21. John 21:15 says, 

So when they had  fi nished breakfast, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more 
than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know 
that I love You.” He  said to him, “Tend My lambs.” He 
said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You 
know that I  love You.” He  said to him, “ Shepherd My 
sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He 
said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he 
said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know 
that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep.” 
John 21:15-17 (NASB) 

Now, believers will often get excited and say, Jesus did this 
because Peter had denied Him three times. That is why Peter 
is grieved. That could be. But I think the real reason is that 
the fi rst two times Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him, Jesus 
used the Greek word agape, which means the highest form of 
love. Each time Peter responded with the Greek word phileo. 
This word refers to friendship love. So Jesus asked the fi rst 
time, “Peter, do you agape me?’ and Peter said, “I phileo 
you.” His answer in eff ect is “no.” Then Jesus asked, “Do you 
agape me?” and Peter said, “I phileo you.” His answer again 
is “no.” Then Jesus asked, “Do you phileo me?” Then Peter 
breaks down because Jesus even questioned whether or not 
he phileo’d Him. I believe that is why Peter broke down.

It may be that Jesus asked three times as an additional 
weight to the third question. But the point was that Jesus was 
even questioning if Peter phileo’d Him. I believe that is why 
Peter broke down. What was Jesus doing? Jesus was com-
missioning Peter to do what He wanted Peter to do.  Jesus 
was commissioning Peter to go out to teach and to shepherd 
Jesus’ fl ock.

Jesus taught Peter that a love for Jesus comes before minis-
try. The message for us, that before we can minister for Jesus, 
we must love Christ fi rst. Your love for Christ has to be more 
important than anything else in your life. Jesus was asking, 
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“Peter, are you really ready for ministry?” I fi nd it amazing 
that Peter knew that he did not love Jesus with agape love. 
Phileo love is friendship love. Then Jesus asked, Peter, do 
you really love me like a friend? I believe that is why Peter 
really broke down. This was “Peter’s commissioning.” Peter 
was being commissioned to go out as an apostle to the Jews. 
What did Peter remember in 2 Peter? We are going to learn 
that Peter remembered and wrote about his experience on the 
Mount of Transfi guration. That is Peter’s life in a nutshell. 

Peter is Near Death. When Peter wrote 2 Peter, 
he was about ready to die. He was going to die on an upside 
down cross, at least that is what tradition tells us. So Peter 
wrote this epistle. He had already told them that his death is 
imminent. Therefore, He wrote,

 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ 
. . . 2 Peter 1;1 (NASB)

We already know what the word “apostle” means. An apostle 
just means, “sent one.” The message is that Peter was sent. We 
just read Peter’s commissioning to shepherd the fl ock and to 
teach the fl ock. Peter was sent.

Peter a Bondservant of Jesus Christ. Next in 
verse 1, Peter says he is a “bondservant.” I want to spend the 
rest of our study talking about a bondservant. I believe that 
we may not understand what this word really means.  Now 
certainly, someone is going to say, “That refers to a man 
who willing for an awl to be pounded into his ear. Or, he is a 
person who has dedicated himself to be Jesus’ servant.” How-
ever, there are problems with this view. 

First, in the New American Standard, the word bondser-
vant should not be there. The correct Greek word is doulos 
which should be correctly translated as slave. It should just 
simply read “Simon Peter, a slave of Jesus Christ.” In sharp 
contrast the ESV, the NET Bible, and the New Living Trans-
lation use the word slave. Those Bibles say, “Simon Peter, a 
slave and apostle of Jesus Christ.” 

The New American Standard does not do that. It says 
bondservant. The question is why did this happen? In 
Romans 1:1; Titus 1:1; James 1:1; Jude 1:1; Revelation 1:1; 
and in 2 Peter 1:1, the Greek word is translated as bondser-

vant. Does this mean Paul is a bondservant? James is a bond-
servant? Jude is a bondservant? John is a bondservant and 
Peter is a bondservant?  The problem in each verse is that 
bondservant is not the right translation of the Greek word. 

Next, it is important to know that the NASB is inconsis-
tent in how it translates this Greek word doulos in other pas-
sages. For example, 1 Timothy 6:1 says, 

All who are under the yoke as slaves . . . 1 Timothy 6:1 
(NASB)

Here the root Greek word is doulos and it should be trans-
lated as “slaves.” 1 Peter 1:1; Romans 1:1; Titus 1:1; James 1:1; 
Jude 1:1 and Revelation 1:1 use the Greek word doulos which 
should be translated as “slave,” but they do not. The context 
in each verse also makes it obvious that the person is a slave. 
In Colossians 3:22, it says, 

Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters . . .  
Colossians 3:22 (NASB)

In Luke 14:21, the NASB reads, 

And the slave came back and reported this to his 
master. Then the head of the household became angry 
and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and 
lanes of the city and bring in here the poor and crippled 
and blind and lame.’ Luke 14:21 (NASB)

Here the Greek word doulos is translated as slave. It does not 
mean bondservant. It means slave. The word doulos appears 
126 times in the New Testament. Only 27 times is it trans-
lated as bondslave in the New American Standard.

So, why did the NASB translate doulos in 2 Peter 1 as 
bond servant? The answer was revealed by John MacArthur 
who had the same question. He asked the Bible translators 
why they translated doulos as slave in the NASB. They said 
so that people would not be off ended. They were afraid some 
people would be off ended to read that they were the slaves of 
Christ. This reveals they thought it was more acceptable to 
our sensitivities to be called bondservants of Jesus Christ and 
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not slaves. They willingly changed the meaning of Scripture 
to avoid possible off ending people.

Therefore, Peter called himself a slave of Christ. Now, let 
me read from a Greek scholar named Ceslas Spicq. He wrote 
this about doulos. He said, 

It’s wrong to translate doulos as servant so obscuring 
its precise signifi cance in the language of the fi rst 
century. In the beginning before it became to be used 
for slaves, doulos was an adjective meaning unfree as 
opposed to eleutheros and this dichotomy remained 
basic in the fi rst century. 
. . .The word slave refers above all to a legal status, that 
of an object of property (Latin res mancipi). To be a 
slave is to be attached to a master (Greek despotēs; Matt 
13:27; Luke 14:21; 1 Tim 6:1; Titus 2:9) by a link of 
subjection—you are the slave of that which dominates 
you (2 Pet 2:19; cf. Rom 9:12). A slave is an article of 
personal property that one buys, sells, leases, gives, or 
bequeaths, that one can possess jointly . . .1

That is a slave. I read Ceslas Spicq’s defi nition because his 
Greek lexicon is highly regarded. He says it is wrong to trans-
late doulos as servant. Kittel is the premier Koine Greek lexi-
con and it defi nes doulos as, 

Hence, we have a service which is not a matter of choice 
for the one who renders it, which he has to perform 
whether he likes it or not, because he is a subject as a 
slave to an alien will, to the will of his owner.2 

Paul Brown adds, 

The doulos belonged by nature not to himself, but to 
someone else.3

1. Ceslas Spicq, & Ernest, J. D. Theological lexicon of the New Testament. Hen-
drickson Publishers. 1994. Vol. 1, pp. 380-381.

2. Kittel. Theological Dictionary of the new Testament. Eerdmans. 1968. vol. II. 
p. 261.

3. Colin Brown. Dictionary of New Testament Theology. Regency Publishers. 
1975. vol. 3., p. 592.

So the message is very clear that a doulos is a slave. Guess 
what? We are slaves of Jesus. Simon Peter said he was a slave 
and an apostle of Jesus Christ. But some Christians do not 
like that idea. They want to be saved, but they want their 
freedom—to be free from Jesus. Some pastors today are more 
concerned about not off ending professing Christians, than 
teaching the truth.

Every Believer is a Slave of Christ. Sadly, 
sometimes pastors and teachers are too concerned about not 
off ending Christians. The message of Scripture is that if a 
person believes serving Jesus as a slave is a choice, then you 
are not a Christian, or there is something wrong with your 
relationship with Christ if that is really your attitude. In John 
8:34, Jesus said,

Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is 
the slave of sin.  John 8:34 (NASB)

What is Jesus telling us? He says that in our non-Christian 
state, we were slaves of sin. So the question is, to what or to 
whom do you want to be a slave? You are the slave of some-
thing or someone. You do not have a choice actually. When 
you were born into this world, you were a slave of sin. Jesus 
says you committed sin because you were a slave of sin. That 
was the proof that you were a slave of sin. It is not that you 
had a choice whether or not you were a slave of sin. You were 
at birth.  

Next, look at Romans 6:18. We are told, 

. . . and having been freed from sin, you became slaves 
of righteousness. Romans 6:18 (NASB)

This is about Christians. A Christian was a slave of sin at 
birth. But when you became a Christian, you were no longer 
a slave of anything. Right? No, that is not true. The correct 
answer is that Christians are now slaves of righteousness.  You 
have only shifted to what you are a slave. You are either a slave 
to sin or you are a slave to righteousness. You ask, “Where is 
my free choice?” You do not have free choice. You can only 
choose to which one you want to be a slave. Who do you want 
as your master? That is the message of the New Testament.  
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1 Corinthians 6:20 says, 

For you have been bought with a price: therefore glo-
rify God in your body. 1 Corinthians 6:20 (NASB)

You may ask, “I was bought with a price?” Yes! When you 
became a Christian, you were bought. Jesus bought you.  
Ephesians 1:5-7 says,

He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of 
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which 
He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In Him we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace . . . 
Ephesians 1:5-7 (NASB)

Now I have two questions for you. If a couple is going to adopt 
a baby, do they ask the baby if it would like to be adopted? 
Parents usually check out the background of the baby and 
then decide if they are going to adopt it. They do not ask the 
baby’s permission. They just adopt the baby. That is what 
God did with us. When it says, “In Him we have redemption 
through His blood,” that means He bought you.

Many probably do not remember S&H green stamps. 
Years ago you could buy things with S&H green stamps. 
The stamps were acquired when a person purchased grocer-
ies, gasoline, or shopped in retail stores. Later you could use 
the stamps at a redemption center to buy something. When 
you became a Christian, Jesus bought you. God bought you. 
That is what it means to have been redeemed. You have been 
redeemed through His blood. So when 1 Corinthians 6:20 
says, “For you have been bought with a price,” the price was 
Christ’s death. Now God owns you if you believe in or trust 
in Christ. If He owns you, you are His slave. He is the master. 
He bought you. You are not your own. It is a powerful state-
ment.  

In 1 Corinthians 7:23 Paul wrote,

You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of 
men. 1 Corinthians 7:23 (NASB)

Biblically speaking, before and after you became a Chris-
tian, you were not free and you did not own yourself. You 
just changed your master. The reward of being a slave to sin is 
that you go to hell. The rewards for Christians being slaves to 
Christ are far greater. We have eternal life with God. 

Conclusion. In summary, the rewards for being a slave 
to sin is hell. Sin sends unrepentant sinners to hell. That is 
the message of Romans 3:23 and 6:23. In Matthew 7:21 Jesus 
said, 

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 
Father . . . Matthew 7;21 (NASB)

What does that mean? That means God the Father is your 
master, if you are a Christian. We are His slave! So the ques-
tion is, “What kind of slave are you? Do you want to obey 
Him?” To those who do not obey the Father, Jesus will some-
day say, “I never knew you.” The proof that a person is a 
Christian is that they will obey the Father. One of the signs 
that you are a Christian is that you want to be obedient to 
God the Father. If you do not want to submit, and if your 
life demonstrates that you are not the slave of God the Father, 
then you demonstrated that you are not a Christian. 

There is a possibility that you could be seriously given to 
sin. 1 John says you need to evaluate your life and your life 
will either confi rm that you are a Christian or cause you great 
concern. So the message of the New Testament is simple.  

The message of the New Testament is that Christians will 
obey the Father. It does not teach that we are perfect but that 
you want to be. You want to be perfect. You want to obey. 
The pattern of our life will be one of obedience with some 
pitfalls along the way.

So what did Peter do? I fi nd this interesting. He does not 
talk about being an apostle fi rst in 2 Peter 1:1. Did you notice 
what he said? The verse says, Simon Peter, a slave. He does not 
say, Simon Peter, an apostle and a slave of Christ.  He fi rst said 
he is a slave. He is going to die for Him. He is going to die on a 
cross upside down because he feels it would be dishonoring to 
Christ to die in the same position. Jesus was his master! Peter 
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displayed humility. 
I want to close with Romans 10:9. Notice the condition 

for salvation. It says,

. . . that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord . . 

. Romans 10:9 (NASB)

The message is that a person comes to Christ in humility and 
yields to Christ. The rest of the passage says,

. . . and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a 
person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with 
the mouth he confesses,  resulting in salvation. Romans 
10:9-10 (NASB)

True Christians submit to Christ as Lord, if they actually 
believe He died and was resurrected for the forgiveness of 
their sins. True Christians reveal the authenticity of their 
words. The heart desire of every true Christian is that they 
want Jesus to truly be their Savior and Lord!



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




