Examples Of

Diotrephes and
Demetrius
3John 9-15




Message of 3 John
3 John 1-15

About four men . ..

Gaius

Diotrephes

Demetrius
John




Five Evil Actions Of Diotrephes
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. Unjustly accuses us

. Does not receive with friendliness
. Forbids those who desire
. Puts them out of the church




Galus, Diotrephes & Demetrius
3John 1:9-12

e Arethese men church leaders?

 Is this a conflict at the leadership
level?




Situation #1 — Pastor Ignores Truth

Our new pastor is ignoring what we believe. Help! |
believe that the seventh day is on Sunday. Thereis a
lot in the Bible about keeping the seventh holy. Now
we have a younger pastor who wants to change this
law so his friends can take a big part in the church.
Help!




Situation #2 — Woman Pastor

We had the misfortune the other day of having to
speak to our pastor about some of our concerns in the
church. She just wouldn't listen. To everything we
brought up, she countered with “I believe that | am led
by the Holy Spirit and every decision | take is led by
the Holy Spirit.” It was very difficult to get a break
through. My question is, “Do people intentionally set
out to deceive people or does a spirit of deception
control them so that they are totally unaware that what
they are doing is unscriptural. Is this how cults are
formed?”




Situation #3 — Fixed On Money

My pastor cannot preach a sermon without bringing

up tithing and attendance. | believe that it's the
church's job to care for the poor following the example
In Acts, and | do give; but this has gotten to be a real
spirit killer and it's affecting my ability to pay my own
bills . . .




Situation #4 — Controlling Pastor

| would like to know how a church can function
without bylaws? Our pastor has no idea of how to be a
leader. He has asked ministers to leave the church
because the minister and the pastor don't see eye to
eye. Also, our pastor was not elected as a choice from
the pastoral search committee. His mother-in-law
nominated him and the majority ruled. Our pastor has
now stated that any minister who was interviewed to
be pastor by the pastor search committee can not
preach at our church at any time. Is this a Christian
attitude of forgiveness?




Situation #5 — Sin In The Pulpit

| am part of the board of elders in our church ... our
pastor turned out to be greedy for money, controlling
every monetary activity. Most of the congregation
confronted him and fought this issue, but he did not
humble himself so 80% of the body left and started a
different church. The assistant pastor took over and
we thought that was a good idea until he ordained five
more pastors, none of whom had been to Bible school.
Our church was full of questions - Why were they just
authoritative? The Lord revealed to us that our senior
pastor was having an affair when the woman
approached the elders. Our pastor admitted that he
had sinned. Now it is up to the six elders and one
assistant pastor to decide.on.what.to do about this.




Situation #6 — Yielded To A Kiss

A co-pastor was tempted by a member of the church,
and | know that he kissed her because she told me.
What must 1 do? Do | have to tell the lead pastor?




What Should Be Done?

« Select men who are elders!
1Tim. 3:1-7
Titus 1:5-9

e Remove men who are not elders!
1 Tim. 5:19-21
1 Peter 5:2-3




Biblical Guidelines For Helping A Sinning Christian
Sometimes Called Church Discipline

Matthew 18:15-17

*'r'l I v includ START
« Immorality You were a
« Impurity personal witness
« Sensuality of someone’s sin.
- Idolatry
- Sorcery Step 1 You must deal with it!
+ Enmities Reveal his/her fault
- Strife

in private. Motivate
him/her to change.
(Matt. 18:15)

« Jealousy

« Outbursts of anger

» Disputes/Factions : . ~
Person listens & stops

P « Envyings Step 2 Person continues
r O C eS S » Drunkenness Reveal his/her fault to A Stop!

= Blasphemy 2 or 3 people.
« Grumblers

-
' o

olers Motivate person to You have restored
« Fault l~|ngi|l)g change. (Matt. 18:16) | your brother
« Abusive Speech -
Step 3 Person continues

Church

Reveal person’s fault
to the church. (Matt.
18:17; 1 Tim, 5:20)

(1 Cor. 5:5; Gal. 6:19-21; 1
Tim. 1:20; Jude 6)

Step 4 Person continues

Person repents

Remove person from
the fellowship & turn
away from him. (Matt, —=
18:17; 1 Cor, 5:5; 1 Tim,
1:20; 2 Thess 3:6)

» Person may not be
saved (James
5:19-20)

« Person may be further

Discipline

You have restored
your brother

disciplined by God (1
Cor. 11:30; Heb. 12:6)
« God may take person
to heaven (1 John
5:16; 1 Cor. 11:30;
James 1:14-15)

Person cont

nues

You have pleased
the Lord.
(Ezek. 33:7-9)

Stop and trust God

For what wi

happen
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Return him to
fellowship with
a period of
restoration
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