Prophecy About The Future

t is Thursday night on the day before Jesus dies, and He and His disciples have finished their Passover meal. Judas has
discovered that Jesus knows what he is going to do. Hurriedly he leaves to betray Jesus. That evening Jesus seeks to
encourage His disciples to love each other and tells them that He will be leaving them. Peter objects because he wants
to be with his master and claims that he will die for Him. Jesus knows better. Then Jesus assures them that though He is

leaving, He will come again,

Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered, “Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you shall follow
later.” Peter said to Him, “Lord, why can I not follow You right now? I will lay down my life for You.” Jesus *answered, “Will you lay
down your life for Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, a cock shall not crow, until you deny Me three times. Let not your heart be troubled;
believe in God, believe also in Me . . . I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I

will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” (NASB) John 13:36-14:3

Jesus’ first appearance here on earth is called His first coming or First Advent. When Jesus said, “I will come again,” He was
referring to His Second Coming, or Second Advent - which is yet in the future. The disciples may have thought that Jesus’
appearance after His resurrection was His second coming. Apparently some thought He was going to establish His king-
dom or “The Millennium” then. This explains why the disciples asked Jesus when He was going to “restore the kingdom” in

Acts 1:6. But Jesus responded by saying it would not happen then, but in the future.

DiscipLEs LOOKED AHEAD. Jesus’ disciples were still

trying to understand the future of the world and their future.

They had understood Jesus’ comment completely that they
would not see His return during their lives. Jesus had said

this after a discussion with the Pharisees.

Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the
kingdom of God was coming, He answered them and said,

“The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed;
nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!” or, “There it is!” For behold,
the kingdom of God is in your midst.” And He said to the
disciples, “The days will come when you will long to see one
of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. (NASB)
Luke 17:20-22

The Apostle Peter understood later in life that Jesus would
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not return in the near future (2 Pet. 3:3-5).
The Apostle John wrote many years after Jesus died,
returned to life, and went back to heaven (A.D. 90 -100)

that Jesus would be coming back. He did not know when.

Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears,
we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in

shame at His coming. (NASB) 1 John 2:28

Some believe that Jesus returned when Jerusalem was
destroyed in A.D. 70. But this is not possible given Jesus’
comment in Luke 17:20-22 and the fact that the Apostle
John was alive after Jerusalem’s destruction. It is important
to notice that the book of Revelation was written sometime
after A.D. 95. That means John wrote about the future in

the book of Revelation after Jerusalem was destroyed. Rev-
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