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Study 16

H OW DID YOU COME TO GOD? If you answered this question, I believe your answer would be diff erent from the 
answers of other men and women because God deals with each of us uniquely. Yet, Jesus made it clear that no 
one can enter heaven except by coming to God with a heart like that of the tax-gatherer who beat his breast, 

and pleaded, “God, be merciful to me, the sinner!” (Luke 18:13). Mason once said, “Repentance begins in the humiliation 
of the heart, and ends in a reformation of the life.” God seeks a broken heart which cries out for forgiveness. We start that 
way and continue that way. In this study, we discover that God will continue unleashing pain and suff ering upon the world 
in judgment to motivate men and women to come to Him. What happens? Th e answer is found in this study. 

 Seeking A Broken Heart

FIFTH TRUMPET. In our last study, the fi rst four trumpets 
killed plants, land animals, and sea life, polluted the earth’s 
water, and brought excessive heat and cold. While the seven 
seals opened the door for the worst famine, war, disease, and 
death to occur upon the earth, the seven trumpets reveal 
God’s specifi c actions. Th e seven trumpets will bring disas-
ters unlike anything the world has ever experienced. Th e 
world will not be able to explain these events away as some 
natural disaster brought about by “mother nature.” Th e 

trumpet’s disasters will be so horrible and so extreme that 
the world will know Who has caused them. 

Th e next two trumpets focus on the demonic world - the 
dark spiritual world of evil angels, which we sometimes call 
“spirits.” God will some day send a message to the demonic 
world that the end is near. Th e message is sent when the fi fth 
trumpet sounds and a star falls from heaven.

And the fi fth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven 
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which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the bottomless 

pit was given to him. (NASB) Rev. 9:1

Earlier in Revelation the term “stars” was used to refer to 
angels (Rev. 1:20) and in Job 38:7 the word “stars” has also 
been used to refer to angels. So this star is also symbolic of 
an angel, but this time it symbolizes Satan, an evil angel.

Revelation 9:1 does not refer to Satan’s original sin which 
caused him to be “thrust down to Sheol” (Isaiah 14:12-15 
and Ezekiel 28:12-16). Satan was originally an extremely  
beautiful cherubim who apparently covered God with 
his wings (Ezek. 28:14). At some point after his creation, 
he  wanted to rule over God (Isa. 14:13). Satan wanted to 
become a god. As a result, God could not allow Satan to live 
in heaven. He had to live on the earth.

How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, 

son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You 

who have weakened the nations! (NASB) Isa. 14:2

Th e book of Job tells us that Satan still has access to heaven  
(Job 1:6-7; 2:1-2), but he can only visit. Later in our study of 
Revelation, we will read that on some future day Satan will 
no longer be able to visit God in heaven (Rev. 12:7-10). Th e 
result of that event appears to be described here in this verse 
- “a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth.” At this 
same time God will allow him to infl ict men and women 
with unusual severe suff ering and pain. 

When this happens Satan will know that the end is near. 
But in the end, Satan will be imprisoned and suff er torment 
forever.

Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, To the 

recesses of the pit. (NASB) Isa. 14:15
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And he opened the bottomless pit; and smoke went up out 

of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun 

and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit. And out 

of the smoke came forth locusts upon the earth; and power 

was given them, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 

(NASB) Rev. 9:2-3

FREED SPIRITS. Th ese demons will have supernatu-
ral powers to cause great pain for men and women for fi ve 
months but not to kill them. Th ey will not be allowed to 
hurt or harm anyone who has the mark of God on his or her 
forehead. 

 And they were told that they should not hurt the grass of the 

earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who 

do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. And they were 

not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for fi ve months; and 

their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings 

a man. And in those days men will seek death and will not fi nd 

it; and they will long to die and death fl ees from them. (NASB) 

Rev. 9:4-6

Th at day is coming and it is described in Revelation 20:10.
BOTTOMLESS PIT. We are also told that Satan will be 

given a key to a place called “Th e Bottomless Pit” and he will 
open it. When he opens it, he will release hordes of demons 
- his followers. 

Revelation 12:2-4 says that one-third of the angels in 
heaven joined Satan when he rebelled against God. As a 
result, they were denied access to heaven and were forced to 
live on the earth too! Some of these evil angels or demons, 
sinned (Gen. 6:1-4) and were imprisoned in the bottomless 
pit (1 Pet. 3:18-20; 2 Pet. 2:4-6; and Jude 6-7). 

On one occasion when Jesus was removing some evil spir-

its called “Legion” from a man, the demons pleaded with 
Him to not send them into the abyss or the bottomless pit 
(Luke 8:31). Th ey did not want to go there. 1 Peter 3:19 
calls it a prison. Th e bottomless pit is a real place with real 
demons. When Satan uses the key to open the bottomless 
pit, these unusually wicked demons will escape. Th ey are 
described as locusts in the next verse. 

Satan Banished
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People who are “stung” by one of these demons will suff er 
for fi ve months and their suff ering will be so intense that 
men and women will seek death. 

Th is reminds us of the Apostle Paul who had a “thorn in 
the fl esh” (2 Cor. 12:7) which God would not remove. Paul’s 
thorn in the fl esh was a messenger from Satan - a demon. 
Paul says that God allowed this to prevent him from becom-
ing proud. It was God who had caused Paul’s ministry to 
grow and had caused others to respect him. Paul was only 
God’s tool. How easy it is for us to take credit for the things 
which God has done through us or to value the things that 
God has given to us. It is easy to ignore God and value the 
things of this world more than God.

During the Tribulation, God will destroy the things the 
world values. He will destroy the plants, land animals, sea 

life,  pollute the earth’s fresh water, and bring excessive heat 
and cold. He will allow men and women to be physically 
tormented. Life will  be getting worse with each new day!

THEIR DESCRIPTION. Th e description of these demons is 

diffi  cult to understand because the Apostle John is not able 
to tell us exactly what he sees. Notice that he keeps using the 
word “like.” 

And the appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared 

for battle; and on their heads, as it were, crowns like gold, 

and their faces were like the faces of men. And they had hair 

like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth 

of lions. And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron; 

and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, 

of many horses rushing to battle. And they have tails like 

scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to 

hurt men for fi ve months. (NASB) Rev. 9:7-10

Th e description of these evil spirits is horrible. Th ese are 

beings who were once beautiful, holy angels; beings who 
once lived in heaven with God; beings who ended up in 
a bottomless, smoky pit, with ugly bodies. Th is is a good 
reminder of the ugliness of sin - a reminder that sin is not 
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shades of gray. It is black! 
THEIR KING. Th eir king is called Abaddon, the one who 

unlocked the pit.

Th ey have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his 

name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the 

name Apollyon.  Th e fi rst woe is past; behold, two woes are 

still coming after these things. (NASB) Rev. 9:11-12

While Satan has many names in scripture, the mean-
ing of Abaddon and Apollyon warn us that he is not our 
friend. Abaddon means “destruction” and Apollyon means 
“destroyer.” After Satan is no longer permitted to visit 
heaven, he and his hordes of demons will attack the people 

of the world. He will be like a little child with hurt feelings. 
He will be angry and will  want to make others suff er.

Th is is the fi rst “Woe” - demons unleashed! Th ere are two 
more “woes” coming. Th e last one is the worst.

SIXTH TRUMPET. When the sixth trumpet sounds, a 
voice from the golden altar, which is before the throne of 
God the Father (Rev. 8:3), will command that four angels 
be released. 

And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the 

four horns of the golden altar which is before God, one 

saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the 

four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” 

And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour 

and day and month and year, were released, so that they 

might kill a third of mankind. (NASB) Rev. 9:13-15

Th ese four angels are demons. Th ey are demons because 
God would not need to bind holy angels. Holy angels are 
obedient! God has used “angels” to refer to demons before in 
2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 1:6. So this not new. Th e Greek word 
for “bound” means that these demons are currently bound 
or tied up near the Euphrates River. Th ey are  bound at the 

center of the world’s future battlefi eld. One day they will be 
freed and they will allowed to kill many (Rev. 9:18).

THE ARMIES. Th e next passage tells us that 200 million 
soldiers will became active once they are released. 

And the number of the armies of the horsemen was two 

hundred million; I heard the number of them. And this is 

how I saw in the vision the horses and those who sat on 

them: the riders had breastplates the color of fi re and of 
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hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of the horses are 

like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths proceed fi re 

and smoke and brimstone. A third of mankind was killed 

by these three plagues, by the fi re and the smoke and the 

brimstone, which proceeded out of their mouths. For the 

power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; for 

their tails are like serpents and have heads; and with them 

they do harm. (NASB) Rev. 9:16-19

Th e Greek word for “army” is plural. Th is is not one army 
but several armies which have come together to make war. 
Since the army will not come to power until the four demons 
are released from their bonds at the Euphrates River, it 
implies the demons are the leaders of these armies. Th is also 
suggests that since the leaders are demons, the 200 million 
army is composed of demons too! It is important to notice 
that both the four demons and the 200 million demons are 
released so that they can kill one-third of mankind. Th ey 
will work together.

It does not appear that the 200 million refers to human 
armies which are controlled by demons. Some believe the 
“fi re, smoke, and brimstone” refers to modern gun, tank, 
aircraft warfare. Some of the writers in the 1800s believed 
it referred to cannon fi re. But the horses are described as 
having as heads like those of lions and tails like those of ser-
pents. Fire, smoke, and brimstone come out of their mouths 
and tails. Th is could be modern warfare, but it does not 
seem likely since verses 20-21 end the chapter talking about 
demonic worship. Verse 18 says that the fi re, smoke, and 
brimstone are plagues. So far only God and the demons have 
brought plagues to the world. Humans have not. Th e 200 
million demons are probably a portion of those just released 
from the pit in verses 2-11.

How should we respond to the description of the riders 
and horses? It is important to remember that the horses which 
took Elijah to heaven in a chariot of fi re were described as 
“horses of fi re” (2 Kings 2:11). In 2 Kings 6:17 we were told 
that Elisha was surrounded by horses and chariots of fi re. 
Later in Revelation 11:3-5 we will discover God’s two wit-
nesses will be able to kill people with fi re from their mouths. 
Th is is supernatural stuff . Th e 200 million army is super-

natural. It is 200 million demons which are released upon 
the world to kill one-third of the men and women.

Th e apostle uses the word “like” to describe these demonic 
forces. Th ese demons will cause three plagues: fi re, brim-
stone, and smoke. Th ey are real and not fi gurative. Th e world 
will be in fl ames and smoldering. Th e passage describes a 
world war in which one-third of the human race will die 
because of these demons.

HOW WILL THEY RESPOND? How will men and women 
respond to these trumpet disasters? We have already discov-
ered in Revelation 7 that many will seek God and confess 
their sins but many more will not.

And the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these 

plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as 

not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver 

and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither 

see nor hear nor walk; and they did not repent of their 

murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor 

of their thefts. (NASB) Rev. 9:20-21

Th ey will not repent of their sin! Th e word “repent” occurs 
more times in the book of Revelation than in any other New 
Testament book. Th at should be a message for us. God will 
be calling men and women to repent of their sin and to 
turn to God. He is doing that now (Heb. 3:15)! Men and 
women will prove to God and to every other human being 
who has ever lived that they deserve eternal punishment by 
their rejection of God. God will prove that men and women 
would rather suff er than repent and yield to God.

God will uses these future plagues to call people to repent. 
Many will have sorrow because of their pain and suff ering, 
but they will not repent. Instead, they will be angry with 
God. God will be looking for a broken heart that brings 
men and women to Himself, but they would rather suff er 
than yield.

For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces 

a repentance without regret, leading to salvation; but the 

sorrow of the world produces death. (NASB) 2 Cor. 7:10
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CONCLUSION. If you are currently trusting Jesus to for-
give your sins, then you understand God desires to forgive 
our sins. He wants a relationship with us! We became Chris-
tians because we had a godly sorrow over our sinful condi-
tion and realized that Jesus wants to forgive us. As a result, 
we  responded by trusting Jesus to forgive us. 

Th ose who come to God must see their need to have their 
sins forgiven. Otherwise, why would anyone come to Him? 
Jesus came to forgive our sins and to have a relationship with 
us.

Once a person becomes a Christian, he/she still needs to 

confess his/her sins to keep he/she spiritual relationship cor-
rect with Him. Do you confess your sins daily? If so, is your 
confession a humble one or a ritual? God seeks a humble, 
repentant heart. He has promised to forgive our sins each 
and every day. Sin grieves Him. We can restore our rela-
tionship with Him by admitting our sins with a humility of 
heart. God wants a genuine relationship with you!

 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to for-

give us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(NASB) 1 John 1:9
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