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J
esus and the Pharisees have been in conflict for many studies. How long were they in conflict in real life? We do not 

know. Earlier Jesus had left Jerusalem (John 4:1-3) for two reasons: John the Baptist had been put into prison by King 

Herod and the Pharisees were concerned about His popularity. So Jesus left for Galilee and continued His ministry 

there. But the Pharisees followed, and sometime later Jesus found Himself in confl ict with them once again. Th e Phari-

sees had accused Jesus of blasphemy (Matt. 9:1-8), associating with sinners and tax collectors (Matt. 9:9-13), refusing to 

fast on a day of fasting (Matt. 9:14-17), telling someone to work on the Sabbath (John 5:1-17), and of healing on the Sab-

bath. Repeatedly, the Pharisees had challenged Jesus, and repeatedly they were wrong. Jesus broke their rules and refused 

to submit to them. As a result, the Pharisees became outraged.  In our last study, we left a group of raging, angry Pharisees 

who had started actively working with the Herodians to destroy Jesus. Now they want to murder Him.

Call of the Twelve

Jesus went to the shore of the Sea of Galilee and people who 

had come from the north, south, east, and west followed 

Him. Th e crowd was extremely large, and it appears that 

Jesus stayed in one place while He healed many of them. 

Matthew reminds us of a prophecy related to Jesus’ massive 

ministry when he writes,

Many followed Him, and He healed them all, and warned them 

not to tell who He was. Th is was to fulfi ll what was spoken 

through Isaiah the prophet:  “Behold, my servant whom I have 

chosen; My Beloved in whom my soul is well-pleased; I will put 

my spirit upon Him, and 

He shall proclaim justice 

to the Gentiles. He will not 

quarrel, nor cry out; nor 

will anyone hear his voice 

in the streets. A battered 

reed He will not break off , 

and a smoldering wick He 

will not put out, until He 

leads justice to victory.  

And in His name the Gen-

tiles will hope.” (NASB) 

Matt. 12:15-21 

Jesus Leaves. So Jesus left the area of His latest confl ict 

because He knew that they were planning to murder Him. 

According to Matthew and Mark, Jesus had a large crowd 

following Him. It would have been easy to fi nd Jesus. 

Th e Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with 

the Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy Him. 

(NASB) Mark 3:6 

But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. Many followed 

Him . . . (NASB) Matt. 12:15

Jesus withdrew to the 

sea with His disciples; 

and a great multitude 

from Galilee followed; 

and also from Judea, and 

from Jerusalem, and from 

Idumea, and beyond the 

Jordan, and the vicinity 

of Tyre and Sidon, a great 

number of people heard of 

all that He was doing and 

came to Him. (NASB) 

Mark 3:7-8
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Th e prophecy pre-

dicted that ”My 

Beloved” would be 

pleasing to God the 

Father. Th e Beloved 

was and is Jesus. 

Jesus was to be 

fi lled with the Holy 

Spirit during His 

ministry, and this 

has been true (Luke 

3:22; 4;1; 4:18). He 

would not fi ght for 

Himself, and even 

the Gentiles would 

follow Him - a Jew. 

Th is was a remark-

able prophecy. Both 

Jews and Gentiles 

would seek Jesus.  

Th e prophecy was 

correct.

According to Mark, so many people came that Jesus was 

crowded. Th ey were trying to touch Him since even a touch 

could result in healing and relief from demonic possession. 

Imagine thousands of people trying to get to Jesus. Th e 

people were probably pushing and squeezing between one 

another in order to get to Him.

And He told His disciples that a boat should stand ready for Him 

because of the crowd, so that they would not crowd Him; for He 

had healed many, with the result that all those who had affl  ic-

tions pressed around Him in order to touch Him. Whenever the 

unclean spirits saw Him, they would fall down before Him and 

shout, “You are the Son of God!” And He earnestly warned them 

not to tell who He was. (NASB) Mark 3:9-12

Th erefore, Jesus decided to escape. What a picture! A mas-

sive crowd of needy people following a divine Savior! A mas-

sive crowd trying to get to Him.

Night of Prayer. Th e crowd believed in Him and 

so did His dis-

ciples. We do not 

know how many 

disciples were fol-

lowing Jesus at this 

time, but there were 

many more than 

the twelve, as we 

will soon discover. 

Luke tells us that 

Jesus left the people 

and went up onto a 

high hill or moun-

tain to pray.

It was at this time 

that He went off  to 

the mountain to pray, 

and He spent the 

whole night in prayer 

to God. (NASB) 

Luke 6:12

Th e Greek word which is translated as mountain can also 

mean “high hill.” We will discover in our next study that 

this mountain or high hill is the place where Jesus preached 

the Sermon on the Mount. Th e traditional site of the Sermon 

on the Mount is believed to be Mt. Eremos. It is located near 

Capernaum just above the “Cove of the Sower.” Th e hill-

side can accommodate thousands of people. For example, 

in 2000 A.D., the hillside was prepared for 100,000 Catho-

lics to observe mass with the pope. Th is demonstrates that 

this location would have been a great place for Jesus to have 

preached to many thousands of visitors and disciples.

What did He pray about when He reached the top of 

that high hill? While we do not know everything that He 

prayed about, the gospel of John appears to reveal part of 

the answer. 

You did not choose Me but I chose you . . . (NASB) John 15:16
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